
 

 

 

CALGARY COMBATIVE SPORTS COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
 

COMMENCING MAY 2, 2022 AT 7:00 PM 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  
  
 Mr. T. Madigan 

Ms. A. Kavanagh 
Mr. S. Moore 
Mr. M. Pesant 
Mr. K. Pallister  

 
Meeting called to order at 7:06 PM. 
 
 
1.0 (CSC2022-09) CHAIRPERSON’S UPDATE 
 
The Chair noted that several aspects of their update and the combative sports resumption discussion 
will address promoter plans and activity which must remain confidential at this time. 
 
Mr. Moore moved to go in-camera to discuss an item, as the matter involved specific personal 
information to be discussed so in accordance with Sections 197 of the Municipal Government Act and 
Sections 17 and 19 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, the Commission now 
recess at 7:07 p.m., to reconvene, in Closed Meeting. CARRIED 
 
The Commission reconvened at 7:19 p.m. Mr. Pesant moved to revert to a public meeting. CARRIED  
 
The Chair noted that WKA confirmed the event recently held at the Markin McPhail Centre was 
sanctioned by their organization. WKA is authorized to sanction amateur kickboxing events, per previous 
Commission vote. WKA submitted the approval letter to the Commission in advance of the event. 
 
 
2.0 (CSC2022-10) COMBATIVE SPORTS RESUMPTION 
 
Mr. Moore moved to go in-camera to discuss an item, as the matter involved specific personal 
information to be discussed so in accordance with Sections 197 of the Municipal Government Act and 
Sections 17 and 19 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, the Commission now 
recess at 7:22 p.m., to reconvene, in Closed Meeting. CARRIED 
 
The Commission reconvened at 8:08 p.m. Mr. Pesant moved to revert to a public meeting. CARRIED  
 



 

 

The Chair noted that several other Canadian combative sports commissions have recently resumed 
events with no COVID-related restrictions. 
 
The Commission discussed recommendations about combative sports resumption from City of Calgary 
Administration, Risk & Claims, and Law. It was recommended that additional wording be added to the 
waivers/releases for fighters and the promoter, ensuring awareness of the heightened risk of event 
disruption or cancellation in the current environment, in addition to risks related to COVID-19. 
 
The Commission discussed feedback about combative sports resumption from the Commission’s doctors 
and physicians’ assistants. The feedback was mixed, with some suggesting that the Commission delay a 
full return to pre-pandemic standards and institute some additional safety measures. 
 
Based on Ms. Kavanagh’s preliminary discussions with Commission staff and officials, in addition to 
similar events being held successfully in nearby jurisdictions, the Commission believes that staffing 
combative sports events is viable, going forward. 
 
The Commission reached an agreement on a combative sports resumption strategy. 
 
Mr. Pesant made the following motion: 
 
The Commission moves to resume accepting combative sports event applications, effective 
immediately. 
 
All additional COVID-19-related requirements previously introduced by the Commission are revoked. 
Going forward, the Commission’s related protocols and procedures will be in line with pre-pandemic 
standards — other than the following temporary exceptions, which will remain in place until further 
notice. 
 
All individuals who are reasonably expected to access the Technical Zone or other Commission-
controlled areas (weigh-in room, dressing rooms, medical room, etc.) during the weigh-in or event, 
hereafter referred to as Event Participants, must complete a COVID-19 screening questionnaire before 
arriving at the weigh-in and again prior to arriving at the event. The promoter may be required to 
distribute the questionnaire to Event Participants.  
 
Event Participants with cold/flu-type symptoms will not be permitted in any Commission-controlled area 
and must voluntarily stay home from the event. Fighters who attend the event with cold/flu-type 
symptoms may be levied a suspension, a fine, or and/or another penalty, as determined by the 
Commission. Other Event Participants may be barred from future Commission-sanctioned events. 
 
Fighters or seconds who, within a fixed number of days prior to the weigh-in, have been in close contact 
(including sparring or training partners) of someone who tested positive for COVID-19 (or someone who 
developed symptoms of COVID-19) must inform the promoter, who must inform the Commission prior 
to the affected individuals arriving at the venue. The Commission will arrange rapid tests for those 
individuals at the venue.  
 
At the weigh-in, the promoter must provide at least 100 sealed, non-expired COVID-19 rapid tests and 
300 new, single-use, fabric, non-medical face masks to the Commission, at the promoter’s expense. 
 



 

 

Promoters are advised of the additional risks of promoting an event in the current public health 
environment, including the risk of COVID-19 infection at the event and increased risk of event disruption 
or cancellation due to COVID-19. This includes disruption or cancellation due to public health measures, 
or other reasons such as the unavailability of key officials due to COVID-19 or the impact of COVID-19. 
 
As always, promoters may request that the Commission hire additional officials, at the promoter’s 
expense. 
 
During the in-competition period, a Commission-appointed physician may order that any Event 
Participant undergo a rapid COVID-19 test in the presence of the Commission’s medical staff. Individuals 
with positive test results must immediately leave the venue. Close contacts already at the venue will be 
assessed on a case-by-case basis, in consultation with the Commission’s medical team. 
 
Face masks are required in Commission medical rooms at all times, unless advised otherwise by a 
Commission physician. Masking is optional but not required in any other area, except the fighting area, 
where fighter masking is not permitted.  
 
These temporary requirements are based on the current public health environment. At this time, the 
Commission does not anticipate reintroducing additional restrictions or requirements. However in the 
case of a substantial increase in case numbers or risk related to COVID-19, the Commission may require 
rapid tests for all Event Participants in advance of the weigh-in and/or event; or, in the case of a more 
dramatic increase in case numbers or risk related to COVID-19, the Commission may also introduce a 
vaccination requirement for some or all Event Participants (or, in the case of individuals who do not 
meet the vaccination requirement, a required PCR test within a fixed period before the event). These 
measures may be introduced with or without corresponding provincial or municipal health 
requirements, at the discretion of the Commission. CARRIED. 
 
The Commission directed the Chair to call a Special Meeting in the coming days to finalize the combative 
sports resumption strategy and address a promoter application. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 

Digitally Signed 

TJ Madigan, Chair 
 
The next Regular Meeting of the Calgary Combative Sports Commission is scheduled to be held on June 7, 
2022, 12:00 PM, in the Hurricane Boardroom, Airways Building. 
 


